
Who	has	spoken	though	the	Prophets…	
	

How	do	we	encounter	God?			
How	does	God	reveal	himself	to	us?	

Faith	•	Reason	•	Divine	Revelation	•	Deposit	of	Faith		
Magisterium	•	Scripture	•	Apostolic	Tradition	

Catholicism	101:	The	Mystery	of	Faith	
#2	
	

How	can	we	know	God?	



God	seems	to	be	“up	there”	
We	are	“down	here”	

So	how	do	we	get	to	know	
God?		



Plan	for	today’s	Class	
A.   Introduction	

1.   Faith	and	Reason	(document:	Fides	et	Ratio)	
2.  Made	by	God	for	God	(CCC	31)		

B.   Overview	of	Ways	of	knowing	God	
1.   Through	Creation	(Natural	Reason)	

1.  Through	the	Physical	World	(Augustine,	
Beauty)	

2.  Through	the	Human	Person	
2.   God’s	Self	Revelation	to	us	

1.   Prophets	(Old	Testament)	
2.   Scriptures	(Old	Testament,	and	now	New	

Testament).	Inspiration.	Interpretation.	
3.   Incarnation	of	God	as	Jesus	Christ	
4.  Promptings	of	Grace,	God	speaks	to	us	

through	inspirations,	other	people,		
3.  Stewarding	God’s	revelation	to	us:		

Magisterium,	Deposit	of	Faith,	Apostolic	
Tradition.	(Thomas,	My	Lord	and	My	God)	



Faith and reason are like two wings on which the 
human spirit rises to the contemplation of  
truth; and God has placed in the human heart 
a desire to know the truth—in a word, to know 
himself—so that, by knowing and loving God, 
men and women may also come to the fullness of  
truth about themselves.  (Fides et Ratio, JPII) 



Created in God's image and 
called to know and love him, 
the person who seeks God 
discovers certain ways of  
coming to know him.  
 
 
The “Ways” of  coming 
approaching God have a 
twofold point of  departure: 
The physical world and the 
human person. CCC 31 
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Natural	Reason	Grace	



Faith and Reason 
 
The existence of  God and other like 
truths about God, which can be 
known by natural reason, are not 
articles of  faith, but are preambles to 
the articles; for faith presupposes 
natural knowledge, even as grace 
presupposes nature, and perfection 
supposes something that can be 
perfected. Nevertheless, there is 
nothing to prevent a man, who 
cannot grasp a proof, accepting, as 
a matter of  faith, something which in 
itself  is capable of  being scientifically 
known and demonstrated. (St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Summa Theologica I:I) 



Created in God's image and 
called to know and love him, 
the person who seeks God 
discovers certain ways of  
coming to know him. These 
are also called proofs for the 
existence of  God, not in the 
sense of  proofs in the natural 
sciences, but rather in the 
sense of  "converging and 
convincing arguments", which 
allow us to attain certainty 
about the truth. These "ways" 
of  approaching God from 
creation have a twofold point 
of  departure: the physical 
world, and the human person. 
CCC 31 



The Five “Ways” of  St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
The first and more manifest way is the argument 
from motion. …………..Therefore, whatever is in 
motion must be put in motion by another. If  that 
by which it is put in motion be itself  put in motion, 
then this also must needs be put in motion by 
another, and that by another again. But this cannot go 
on to infinity, because then there would be no first 
mover, and, consequently, no other mover; seeing 
that subsequent movers move only inasmuch as they 
are put in motion by the first mover; as the staff  
moves only because it is put in motion by the hand. 
Therefore it is necessary to arrive at a first mover, 
put in motion by no other; and this everyone 
understands to be God.  (Summa, Part I) 



γνῶθι	σεαυτόν	"know	thyself”	

Pagan	Temple	of	Apollo	at	Delphi	
~300	BC	
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Natural	Reason	 Faith	Grace	



God	Speaks	through	the	Prophets	





Inspired	Scripture	

•  Inspired	by	God	(not	dictated)	
•  God	revealing	Himself	to	us	
•  Prophesy,	history,	poetry,	liturgy….	
•  Interpreted	in	light	of	Holy	Spirit	
•  In	accordance	with	the	Teaching	Authority	(Magisterium)	of	
the	Church	
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Natural	Reason	 Faith	Grace	



Incarnation:	God	becomes	Man	
In giving us his Son, his only Word (for 
he possesses no other), he spoke 
everything to us at once in this sole 
Word - and he has no more to say. . . 
because what he spoke before to the 
prophets in parts, he has now spoken 
all at once by giving us the All Who is 
His Son. Any person questioning God 
or desiring some vision or revelation 
would be guilty not only of  foolish 
behaviour but also of  offending him, 
by not fixing his eyes entirely upon 
Christ and by living with the desire for 
some other novelty. (Heb1:1-2) 



Incarnation:	God	becomes	Man	

 "It pleased God, in his goodness and 
wisdom, to reveal himself  and to 
make known the mystery of  his will. 
His will was that men should have 
access to the Father, through Christ, 
the Word made flesh, in the Holy 
Spirit, and thus become sharers in the 
divine nature." 



Recognizing	Jesus	as	Lord	and	God	

Have	you	seen	the	Lord?	
Do	you	recognize	God	in	Jesus?	



Reflections	
Bible	Passages:	
•  Peter’s	Miraculous	Catch	of	Fish		Luke	5:1-8	
•  Moses	and	Burning	Bush	Exodus	3:1-6	
•  Road	to	Emmaus	Luke	24:	13-35	
•  Doubting	Thomas	

Questions	for	Reflection:	
1.  Compare	and	contrast	the	passages	
2.  How	does	God	reveal	Himself?	
3.  How	to	people	encounter	God?	

4.   List	some	ways	you	have	encountered	God	in:	
•  Natural	Reason:	Physical	World,	Human	Person	
•  Scripture,	Bible	
•  Other	people,	inspirations,	books,	prayer		




