
Creator of Heaven and Earth 
 

Understanding Genesis 1 
How and why did God Create Universe? 

Creation • ex-nihio • Goodness of Creation  
  Ancient Near East • In the Beginning  

Catholicism 101: The Mystery of Faith
#3

God as Creator



“The heavens declare the glory 
of God.” Ps. 19:1 

…A dialogue between faith and 
physics… 



“Cosmology is a sort of religion 
for intelligent atheists”

“What do cosmologists worship 
then?”

“One single unifying equation    
that explains everything in the 
Universe”

Spoiler: Witty but inco
rrect  definition of cos
mology!



Earth looking towards centre of Milky Way 
Distance to centre: 25000 Light years   

Image: Fermilab  



Nearby Galaxies: Our Local Group  
  

Image: Robert Gendler  

M31 Andromeda is one of the 
nearest local galaxies.  
  

Image: www.atlasoftheuniverse.com  

Local Group: 5 million Light 
years across. 
 
Part of the Virgo Supercluster 
which contains 200 galaxy 
groups and is 200 million light 
years across  
  



This photograph shows some 10000 galaxies.....  
    
  

Exposure time: 11.3 days   



Millennium Simulation  
Large Scale Structure: The Cosmic Web    
  



Important distinctions to make: 
Creation vs Creator 
Nature of creation vs purpose of creation 

Here’s part of the Universe, a part of Creation
Physics (cosmology) seeks to
 tell you:
-  The exact dimensions
-  What the Universe is made from 
-  How fast it is accelerating
-  What colour it is
-  How the Universe works

Physics will not tell you:
-  Who designed the Universe
-  Who made the Universe
-  Why the Universe was made
-  Why the Universe is here Κóσµος    



Our Creation Account: Genesis 
 
...A Divinely revealed religious message set in the context 
of an ancient near eastern cosmology... 

Image: Victoria Ostrovsky 



Image: www.esvstudybible.org    



Astronomy in ancient Babylon: 
 
-Great astronomers. 
-Star charts. 
-Constellations. 
-Observations of Venus. 

Mul Apin Tablets 
[British Museum] 



How do we describe what we see when 
we look at the sky? 

Even today we use the idea of the Celestial 
Sphere. 



“Sky dome” picture of the universe in the Ancient Near 
East 

A physical description of what people saw – similar to our 
day celestial sphere. 



Egyptian religious explanation for the observed physical 
universe. 

Goddess 
Nut forms 

the sky 
dome. 

 
Her 

lover,Geb 
forms the 

Earth. 

Image: CESRAS Odessa Archaeological Museum, Odessa (Ukraine)     



Babylonian Creation Epic: Enuma Elish 

Principle Players: 
-Tiamat & Apsu (first gods) 
-Ea (noisey one) 
-Marduk (Hero) 

“.. Babylon is captured, Bel 
disgraced, 
Marduk shattered..” Jr.50:2 
   

Chief Babylonian god is Marduk – 
but not for God's chosen people:  



Our Creation Account: Genesis 
 
...A Divinely revealed religious message set in the context 
of an ancient near eastern cosmology... 

Image: Victoria Ostrovsky 



Genesis      
                   

Monotheistic.        
Only describes Earthly realm.       
Assumes prior existence of God.    
Does not question God’s power and 
authority.      
 - No conflict. 
 - No opposing forces.  
 - Peaceful, solemn, majestic.                  
 - Creation is effortless: God speaks, 
and it happens.  

Pagan myth 
 
- Polytheistic. 
- Describes Earthly and  
  Celestial realm.       
- Describes origin of  
  gods. 
- Gods must prove  
  themselves. 
- War and conflict to  
  gain domination. 
- Creation is a result  
  of strife and  
  tension. 

Difference in religious message: 



Summary of religious statements about Creation: 
 

Genesis: 
- God is the Creator of everything. 
- God's Creation is good. 
- Our world had a beginning in time. 
- The lights in the sky are not gods and  
  must not be worshipped.  
- There is only one God. 
 

2 Maccabees: 
- God brought forth Creation out of nothing.   

`I implore you my child to look at the earth and the sky 
and everything in them, and consider how God made 
them out of what did not exist'  [2M7.28] 





Final remarks from Lemaître:

“....Man’s highest activity is searching 
for the truth. It is the factor which 
distinguishes us from the animals, 
and our specific activity is to grasp 
the truth in all its forms....”



Further reading, references and resources
Essential Catholic Doctrine:
•  Catechism of the Catholic Church: 282-301
•  Genesis Chapter 1 See RSV CE Bible on Biblegateway

Going Deeper:
•  In the Beginning…': A Catholic Understanding of the S

tory of Creation and the 1995 – This is a great book, th
in and easy to read, by Cardinal Ratzinger, before he b
ecame Pope Benedict XVI – HIGHLY RECOMMENDE
D!!

•  Philosophical explanation of Origin of Universe in term
s of St. Thomas Aquinas and Aristotle by Philosopher 
William E. Carrol – good short article – a bit technical!  
An easier version is here.

Ancient Near Eastern Mythology:
•  Enuma Elish full text translated from Cuneiform
•  Animations of Enuma Elish (Babylonian) and Egyptian 

Creation myths.  (They also have Genesis!)

Abbé Georges Lemaître – Father of Big Bang Theory
•  Read about him at the Vatican Observatory web page
•  Easy to read book:  The Day Without Yesterday: Lema

itre, Einstein, and the Birth of Modern Cosmology by J
ohn Farrell.


